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152 VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW 



RECENT DECISIONS 



Conflict of Laws— Usury—Presumptions. — A Washington corpora- 
tion borrowed money from an Illinois firm, a deed of trust being 
given on the property of the corporation, as security, to a trustee in 
Illinois, for the purpose of improving its property and paying its in- 
debtedness. A rate of interest was reserved, illegal by the laws of 
Illinois but valid in Washington. Held, the laws of Washington govern. 
Crawford v. Seattle, R. & S. Ry. Co. (Wash.), 150 Pac. 1155. See 2 Va. 
L. Rev. 534. 

Constitutional Law — Religious Liberty — Bible Reading in Public 
Schools. — A state constitution provided that every person has the nat- 
ural right to worship God according to the dictates of his own con- 
science and that no preference shall ever be given to, or discrimination 
made against, any church, sect or creed of religion. Under a resolution 
passed by the board of school directors, all teachers in the public 
schools of that district were requested to open the daily sessions with 
readings from the Bible, without note or comment, and also with the 
Lord's Prayer. The King James' version of the Bible, including both 
the New and Old Testament, was the one actually used by the teachers. 
Held, this is an unlawful discrimination against Jews, but not against 
Roman Catholics. Herold v. Board of School Directors (La.), 08 South. 
116. 

The untrammelled right of each person to worship God according 
to the dictates of his own conscience is a fundamental part of the 
rights guaranteed by American freedom. See State v. School Board, 76 
Wis. 177, 44 N. W. 967, and cases cited. But the Constitution of the 
United States makes no provision for protecting the citizens of the re- 
spective states in their religious liberties, save as to legislation by Con- 
gress; and the control of these matters is left to the legislatures of the 
several states, subject only to the restrictions imposed by the respec- 
tive state constitutions. Permoli v. First Municipality, 44 U. S. 589. 

The weight of authority seems to be opposed to the doctrine of the 
principal case. Hackett v. School District, 120 Ky. 608, 87 S. W. 792; 
Pfeiffer v. Board of Education, 118 Mich. 560, 77 N. W. 250, 42 L. R. 
A. 536. Thus, it would seem that, under the usual constitutional pro- 
visions, the reading of the Bible in the public schools, without note or 
comment by the teacher, is not a violation of the right to worship God, 
or not to do so, according to one's own conscience. Church v. Bullock 
(Tex. Civ. App.), 100 S. W. 1025, 16 L. R. A. (N. S.) 860, and note; 
Moore v. Monroe, 64 la. 367, 20 N. W. 475; Hackett v. School District, 
supra. This is not a form of sectarian instruction, since it is intended 
merely to acquaint the school children with those fundamental princi- 
ples of morality and good conduct recognized by Christian peoples as 
necessary attributes of good citizenship. Pfeiffer v. Board of Education, 
supra. But, in some states, Bible reading in the public schools is re- 
garded as religious discrimination. People v. Board of Education, 



